2003-04

Honours

Dr. G.B. Pant has been elected as a Fellow of the Maharashtra Academy of Sciences and Indian Meteorological Society.

Dr. A.K. Kamra, has been elected as a Fellow of the Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi.

Dr. (Smt.) P.S. Salvekar has been nominated as a Member of Subject Experts Committee (Earth and Atmospheric Sciences) for Technical Evaluation of Proposals under the Women Scientists Scheme of the Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, New Delhi. Dr. Salvekar organized the Meeting of the Subject Experts Committee at the Institute during 30-31 May 2003.

Dr. K. Krishna Kumar has been nominated as Associate Member by Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP), Trieste, Italy for the period 2003-2008.

Dr. G. Beig acted as a Convener of the Symposium JSA09 entitled, ‘Challenges of Global Change in Forcing from Below and Above’ during the General Assembly of International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG) on 10 July 2003 at Sapporo, Japan. Dr. Beig has been nominated as a Vice-Chairman of the Joint Working Group of International Association of Geomagnetism and Aeronomy (IAGA), and International Commission for the Middle Atmosphere (ICMA) on Long Term Trends in The Mesosphere, Thermosphere and Ionosphere for the period of four years (2003-2007). He has been reelected as a Member of the Scientific Steering Committee of the ICMA of IUGG for the period 2003-2007. He was nominated as a Member of International Scientific Program Committee of the 3rd International Workshop on Long Term Changes and Trends in the Atmosphere to be held at Sozopol, Bulgaria during 9-14 June 2004. He was also nominated as Chairman of the Mesospheric Temperature Trend Assessment (MTTA) panel constituted jointly under the auspices of IAGA, ICMA and SCOSTEP (PS-MOS) Working Group on trends for 2000-2007 for the detailed global assessment work on mesospheric temperature trends. 

Awards

Silver Jubilee Awards

The paper entitled ‘ENSO-monsoon relationship in a green-house warming scenario’ by R.G. Ashrit, K. Rupa Kumar and K. Krishna Kumar, published in Geophysical Research Letters, Vol. 28, 2001, 1727-1730 and the paper entitled ‘Impact of non-local boundary layer diffusion scheme on forecasts over Indian ragion’ by J. Sanjay, P. Mukhopadhyay and S.S. Singh, published in Meteorology and Atmospheric Science, Vol. 80, 2002, 207-216 received the Institute’s Annual Silver Jubilee Award for the year 2001 and 2002 respectively. The Awards were presented on 27 February 2004 at the hands of Prof. T.N. Krishnamurti, Florida State University, USA, on the occasion of the valedictory session of the International Workshop on Role of Indian Ocean in Climate Variability (INDOCLIM) held at the Institute.

2004-05

Honours

Dr. G.B. Pant has been nominated as a Member of the First Board of Governors of Government College of Engineering (Pune Institute of Engineering and Technology), Pune.

Dr. A.K. Kamra has been nominated by the Director General, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) as a Member of the Physical Sciences Research Committee of the CSIR. Dr Kamra has also been nominated by the Council of Indian National Science Academy as a member of the Sectional Committee-V. He has also been nominated a member of the Scientific Team for Coherent Radar Imaging (CRI)/Spatial Domain Interferometery (SDI) project of National MST Radar Facility from 2004 and a Member of the Multidisciplinary Committee for Engineering and Applied Sciences (M2) of Indian National Science Academy for the year 2005.

Dr. P.C.S. Devara has been elected as Vice-President of the ‘Indian Aerosol Science and Technology Association (IASTA)’. He has been nominated as Member, Technical Program Committee of the 7th International Aerosol Conference (IAC-2006). Dr. Devara, has also been nominated as Member, Editorial Board of the Indian Journal of Radio and Space Physics for the period January 2005 - December 2007 and a Member of the National Organizing Committee of the Asian Aerosol Conference (AAC-2005) 5. He has been re-elected as Member, Governing Council of the Instrument Society of India (ISOI), Bangalore for the period 2004-2006. 

Dr. K. Rupa Kumar has been invited to act as the Co-Chair of Asian-Australian Monsoon Panel (AAMP) (2005-2008) of the Scientific Steering Group for the Climate Variability and Predictability (CLIVAR) project of the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP). He has been invited by the Co-Chairs of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group I, to act as a Lead Author for the IPCC Working Group I Fourth Assessment Report (WG1-AR4), for Chapter 11 on "Regional Climate Projections".  WG1-AR4 is expected to be completed in early 2007.
Dr. G. Beig has been nominated as Member, Scientific Committee of the Working Group 4.4, on Ionosphere and Upper-Atmosphere Variability. He has also been nominated as a Convener of the Symposium on Short-term Variability and Long-term Changes in the Lower and Middle Atmosphere to be held at Toulouse, France. 
Dr. G.B. Pant, Dr. A.K. Kamra, Dr. P.C.S. Devara, Dr. K. Rupa Kumar, Dr. (Smt.) P.S. Salvekar, Shri J.R. Kulkarni, Dr. P.N. Mahajan, Dr. G. Beig, Dr. (Smt.) A.A. Kulkarni and Smt. A.A. Deo were bestowed with the title ‘Adjunct Professor’ of the Department of Physics, University of Pune, Pune for the Academic Year 2004-2005.

Awards  

International Award

Dr. G. Beig and Smt. S. S. Fadnavis along with other sixteen authors from around the world have been selected for the Nobert-Gerbier Mumm International Award for the year 2005 for their paper entitled, ‘Review of Mesospheric Temperature Trends’ published in Reviews of Geophysics,  December 2003. The Award has been instituted by the World Meteorological Organisation.

The paper entitled, “Long-term variations in the performance of climate models” by Grimm A.M., Sahai A.K., and Ropelewski C.F., presented at the 3rd Brazilian Symposium of Atmospheric Modelling in the 13th Brazilian Congress of Meteorology held during 30 August – 3 September 2004 at Fortaleza, State of Ceara, Brazil received the Best Paper Award.

National Award

Kum. Rohini Bhawar, IITM Research Fellow won the ‘Best Paper Award’ for her poster presentation entitled “Ground-based Radiometric Measurements of Aerosols and Pre-cursor Gases over Pune and Their Comparison with TOMS and MODIS Satellite Data”, delivered at the IASTA Meeting and International Conference on “Aerosols, Clouds and Indian Monsoon”, held at Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur during                                  15-17 November 2004.  

Shri B.C. Morwal has been awarded Second Prize for his paper entitled ‘Suchana sanchar aur suchi ki pragati‘ (in Hindi) presented at the 49th Seminar and Hindi Workshop on Official Language Management, Policy Implementation, Conducting Workshops, Information Technology and Computerization, Nainital, 6-8 October 2004.

2005-06

Awards


The Norbert Gerbier - Mumm International Award of the World Meteorological Organization for the year 2005 was presented to Dr. G. Beig in a proclamation ceremony at Geneva, Switzerland on 29 June 2005. Dr. Beig received the award on behalf of all the co-authors for their paper entitled “Review of Mesospheric Temperature Trends” published in the journal Review of Geophysics, December 2003.

Dr. N. Singh received the 13th SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) Regional Award for Young Scientists – 1995 for his paper entitled 'Optimizing a network of raingauge over India to monitor summer monsoon rainfall variation’, published in the International Journal of Climatology, 14, 1994, 61-70.

The paper entitled, ‘Long lead predictions of Indian summer monsoon rainfall from global SST evolution’ published in Climate Dynamics, Vol. 20, 2003, 855 – 863 by               A.K. Sahai, A.M. Grimm, V. Satyan and G.B. Pant received the 16th IITM Silver Jubilee Award for the year 2003.

The paper entitled ‘Atmospheric electric conductivity and the aerosol measurements during the fog over the Indian Ocean’ published in Atmospheric Research, Vol. 70, 2004,  77 - 87 by C.G. Deshpande and A.K. Kamra, has been adjudged for 17th IITM Silver Jubilee Award for the year 2004.

Shri S.  Mahapatra   received the Second Prize for Overall Performance in  the  Second  SERC  School  on  Aviation  Meteorology   with  Special Emphasis  on  Thunderstorms  and  its Modelling, held at the Air Force Administrative College, Coimbatore during  9 - 28 May 2005. The award was presented by Air Marshal B.  N.  Ghokhale (AVSM, VN), Indian Air Force. 

The Excellent Performance Awards for the year 2004 were received by                                  Smt. K.M.V. Sheikh, Assistant for Administrative Category, Shri P.S. Jagtap, Mechanic Gr.I for Technical Category and Shri C.R. Joshi, Office Attendant for the Non-Technical Maintenance Category. The awards were presented on the occasion of the 44th Foundation Day of the Institute on 17 November 2005.
Honours

Dr. A.K.  Kamra has been nominated as a Member, Scientific Steering Committee for the Continental Tropical Convergence Zone (CTCZ) Field Campaign under the Indian Climate Research Programme (ICRP). He has also been nominated by the DST as a Member of Programme Implementation Committee (PIC) of Severe Thunderstorm – Observational and Regional Modeling (STORM) project by Department of Science and Technology, New Delhi.

Dr. P.C.S. Devara has been elected as Fellow of the Maharashtra Academy of Sciences. The Fellowship was awarded to him in the Induction Ceremony at National Chemical Laboratory (NCL), Pune on 28 October 2005. 

Dr. Devara has been elected as Member, Editorial Boards of the Journals ‘Atmosfera’ and ‘Aerosol and Air Quality Research’. 

Dr. Devara chaired a scientific session on LCII Results over Agra at a Meeting to discuss results of experiments conducted during December 2004 under the Nation wide Campaign organized by the ISRO 

Dr. Devara organized the 4th Asian Aerosol Conference (AAC 2005), under the aegis of the Indian Aerosol Science and Technology Association (IASTA), at Mumbai during                13-16 December 2005. He chaired a scientific session of the conference.

Dr. Devara has been elected as Chairman, Executive Council of the Indian Meteorological Society – Pune Chapter (IMSP) for the period 2005-2007. 

Dr. Devara has been elected as Chairman of the Technical Evaluation Committee for procurement of Radiation Instruments for the India Meteorological Department. 

Dr. G. Beig was nominated asCo-convener of the symposia JSII02 entitled “Long-term trends in the upper atmosphere” held at the IAGA 2005 Scientific Assembly, Toulouse, France, 18-29 July 2005. He has been bestowed with Guest Editors for a special issue of “Journal of Atmospheric and Solar Terrestrial Physics”, U.K. and                Chief Guest Editor for a special issue of the Trend Workshop “Journal of Physics and Chemistry of the Earth”, Europe. 

Dr. P.S.P. Rao has been nominated as Member of the Steering Committee of an International Body on Composition of Asian Deposition (CAD). 

Dr. Devendraa Siingh, Shri S. M. Sonbawne and Shri. Vimalesh Pant, participants of the 24th Indian Antarctica Expedition, received a memento at the hands of Shri Kapil Sibal, Honourable Minister of State for Science and Technology and Ocean Development in the Debriefing Session held at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi on 25 May 2005. 

Dr. Devendraa Siingh has been awarded the Fellowship by the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Govt. of India under the Better Opportunities for Young Scientists in Chosen Areas of Science and Technology (BOYSCAST) Programme in the field of `Long range transport of air pollution’ at the Institute of Environmental Physics, University of Tartu, Tartu, Estonia.   

Shri V. Gopalakrishnan has been elected as Member of the National Council of the Indian Meteorological Society and Dr. G. Pandithurai as Secretary of the Executive Council of the Society’s Pune Chapter (IMSP), both for the period 2005-2007. 

2006-07

Awards and Honours

Dr. G. Beig received the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar (SSB) Award, the nation’s most prestigious award of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) for young scientists, for the year 2006, for his outstanding scientific contribution in the field of Earth, Atmosphere, Ocean and Planetary Sciences. The Award was presented to Dr. Beig in a ceremonial function held on 26th September 2006 at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi at the hands of Honourable Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. Shri Kapil Sibal, the Minister of Science and Technology and Earth Sciences presided over the presentation ceremony, organized by the CSIR.

Dr. G. Beig was conferred with the prestigious Maharana Udai Singh National Award-2007 by the Maharana Mewar Foundation, Rajasthan for his contribution of permanent value in the field of environmental protection, hand in hand with future development.

IITM Annual Silver Jubilee Award for the year 2004 was received by                                  Dr. C.G. Deshpande and Dr. A.K. Kamra for their research paper entitled “Atmospheric electric conductivity and aerosol measurements during fog over the Indian Ocean” published in Atmospheric Research, Vol. 70, 2004, 77–87. The Award was presented on the occasion of the Foundation Day of the Institute on 14 November 2006.

A joint research program between the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) and the University of Reading, United Kingdom on 'Science of regional climate change, variability and impacts', was selected for a 'Major Award' under the UK-India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI).  Dr. K. Krishna Kumar received the award on behalf of IITM from the Chancellor Mr. Gordon Brown, United Kingdom at a function organised by the British Council, on 18 January 2007 at New Delhi. Prof. Julia Slingo, University of Reading is the Convener from the UK side and Prof. B.N. Goswami, Director, IITM is the Convener from the Indian side. Dr. K. Krishna Kumar and Dr. G. Srinivasan are the Co-conveners to coordinate the program.

Following three research papers published in the weekly magazine Science received global publicity including national and international media:

(i)  
Unraveling the mystery of Indian monsoon failure During El Niño by Krishna Kumar K., Rajagopalan Balaji, Hoerling Martin, Bates Gary and Cane Mark published in issue No. 5796, 6 October 2006 ( first published in Science Express dated 7 September 2006)

(ii)     
Global change in the upper atmosphere by Lastovicka J., Akmaev R.A., Beig G., Bremer J. and Emmert J.T., published in issue No. 5803, 24 November 2006 

(iii) 
Increasing trend of extreme rain events over India in a warming environment by Goswami B.N., Venugopal V., Sengupta D. Madhusudanan M.S., and Xavier Prince K. published in issue No. 5804, 2 December 2006 

Research paper entitled, “Effect of the onset of southwest monsoon on the atmospheric electric conductivity over the Arabian Sea” by S.D. Pawar, Devendraa Siingh, V. Gopalkrishnan and A.K. Kamra published in Journal of Geophysical Research, 2005 has been selected by the American Geophysical Union for its publication in the Online Version of a Virtual Journal, Editor's choice: Atmospheric and Space Electricity.

The paper entitled "Seasonal variability of stratospheric aerosol layer in the current volcanically quiescent period over two tropical stations in India using twilight sounding method" by B. Padma Kumari,. L. Londhe, D. B. Jadhav and H. K. Trimbake, published in  Geophysical Research Letters, June 2006 has been selected by American Geophysical Union as "AGU Journal Highlights".  The summary of the paper will be published in GRL's online and print editions and also distributed to interested News Media by the American Geophysical Union.  

LIDAR Group Scientists at the Institute developed "An Excimer laser based DIAL (Differential Absorption LIDAR) technique for Vertical Profiling of Ozone up to stratospheric altitudes" at the Institute and measurements of Vertical profile of Ozone were made at Pune for the first time in the Country. Results of the measurements have been published in the paper entitled, “Differential absorption LIDAR probing of atmospheric Ozone over a tropical urban station in India”, Measurement Science and Technology, Vol. 18, 2007, 639-644.

Dr. A.K. Kamra, has been appointed as an Emeritus Scientist in the Institute with effect from 6 October 2006 after his superannuation retirement on 30 September 2006.

