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RAMAKRISHNA IYER ANANTHAKRISHNAN
(1911-1998)

Elected Fellow 1961

AMAKRISHNA IYER ANANTHAKRISHNAN was one of the builders of Post-

Independence Meteorology in India and inspired many students and associates
to tread on the path of excellence, along which he had travelled for over 60 years of
his professional life. Besides being a physicist and a meteorologist, he was a great
human being, a person of great integrity, uprightness, infinite kindness, erudition
and highly independent. He was religious, meticulous and dignified in his official
functions — a great disciplinarian and yet easily approachable by his juniors without
any fear or awe. I had been fortunate to start my professional career under his care in
February 1955 at a modest position when he was Director, Regional Meteorological
Centre, Nagpur. | derived the benefit of his scholarship and personality over the next
four decades. He treated me with the same affection and care when I occupied a
modest position and when I rose in my professional career. I was fortunate to share
some of his memories and thoughts about his early days and later professional life
on rare occasions when he could become nostalgic. He belonged to Professor CV
Raman school at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore and carried very
respectful memories of working with the Indian Noble Laureate in Physics. He was a
research scholar during 1933-1937. During one of our visits to the Institute in 1970s,
he showed me, with great excitement, the room where he had worked as a student of
Professor Raman and mentioned to me the guidance and affection he enjoyed from
the esteemed Professor. He exhibited throughout his professional career the qualities
he had imbibed from Professor Raman for hard work, perseverance and dedication
to the subject of study and a dignified but humane approach towards students and
juniors. These qualities, imbibed in early years as a research student, remained the
corner stone of his professional career till the end of his life.

FAMILY BACKGROUND AND EARLY EDUCATION

Ananthakrishnan was born on 11 April 1911 at village Koovapadi of Palghat district
in Kerala. He was the third child and the only son of his parents, Shri A
Ramakrishna Iyer and Srimati Lakshmi Ammal and had two elder sisters. He
remained attached to one of his sisters till 1980s and used to meet her once a year at
Varanasi where she spent her last years of life. He belonged to a lower middle class
family as his father was an employee of the erstwhile Travancore state with modest
income. His mother managed the household with the modest means of the family
very well to bring up her children. His childhood was spent under stressful financial




























































