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Pune, 17.11.2015: The Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune today celebrated 

its 54th foundation day in a befitting manner. On this occasion, Dr. A.S. Kiran Kumar, 

Chairman, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Secretary, Dept. of Space 

(DOS) was the chief guest, while Prof. Rajat Moona, Director General, Centre for Development 

of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) was the guest of honour. Prof. V.K. Gaur, Distinguished 

Professor from CSIR-Fourth Paradigm Institute, Bengaluru, who is the Chairman of the 

Governing Council of IITM, presided over the function. 

 

While highlighting the achievements of the Institute over the years, Dr. M. Rajeevan, Director, 

IITM said, “the number and standard of Institute’s publications are increasing exponentially.” He 

said that HACPL, Mahabaleshwar is giving valuable data and that under SAFAR project, after 

successfully establishing the air quality monitoring and forecast networks in Delhi, Pune and 

Mumbai, the next city we are planning is Ahmedabad. “IITM’s Endeavour into extended range 

prediction has been successfully so far, and under Monsoon Mission, our efforts for seasonal 

prediction are also fine,” said Dr. Rajeevan. “We are soon going to start a fog campaign in winter 

in association with India Meteorological Department (IMD) and the Indian Air Force (IAF). We 

are working towards restarting random cloud seeding experiments from next year,” he added. Dr. 

Rajeevan also announced that from this year onward, IITM has started Dr. Ananthakrishnan 

Award for the best PhD thesis comprising a citation, a gold medal and a cash reward of Rs. 

50,000/- for inspiring students and improving the quality of PhD research at IITM. 

 

While speaking on the occasion, Prof. V.K. Gaur, Distinguished Professor from Indian Institute 

of Astrophysics, Bengaluru said, “The Earth System Model (ESM) developed by the IITM 

scientists is the first of its kind in the country which has enabled India to actively participate in 

the forthcoming IPCC assessments and projections on climate change. This is really an 

achievement for our country. The model has received global appreciation including from the 

owners of the original CFS model i.e., NCEP, USA.” Prof. Gaur also lauded the ISRO for 

providing facilities for the advancement of the weather and climate sciences. “Space science has 

really helped in forecasting weather,” Prof. Gaur added. 

 

Dr. A.S. Kiran Kumar, Chairman, ISRO) and Secretary, DOS while talking on the occasion said 

that IITM and ISRO were established almost at the same time, IITM in 1962 and ISRO in 1961. 

“Both IITM and ISRO have evolved over all these years parallelly in their areas of expertise,” 

said Dr. Kiran Kumar. Talking about the challenges in tropical weather forecasting, he 

highlighted the efforts of ISRO and how ISRO has evolved in satellite meteorology from two 

channel imaging system to the present day six channel imaging system offering about 25 

different products for meteorological observations. Highlighting the role of satellite observations 

in weather prediction, he said that in near future, ISRO is going to establish a satellite platform 

for observations on land and water, oceans, and weather and climate. 

 

Prof. Rajat Moona, Director General, C-DAC delivered the 54
th

 foundation day lecture on the 

topic ‘High Performance Computing (HPC) in India’. In the lecture, he discussed about C-

DAC’s role in the HPC development in India, various HPC facilities in India and their rankings, 

and HPC applications in various fields including atmospheric sciences. Prof. Moona also 

informed that C-DAC and IIsc, Bengaluru are the key players in implementing the recently 

approved Govt. of India’s Rs.45,00 crore national supercomputing mission.  



 

On this occasion, various IITM awards for the year 2014 were presented. The Silver Jubilee 

Award was presented to Shri Siddharth Kumar et al. for their research paper entitled ‘Role of 

interaction between dynamics, thermodynamics and cloud microphysics on summer monsoon 

precipitating clouds over the Myanmar Coast and the Western Ghats’ published in the 

international journal Climate Dynamics in August 2014. Dr. Ananthakrishnan Award for the best 

PhD thesis was presented to Dr. C.T. Sabeerali for his thesis entitled ‘Modulation of Monsoon 

Intra-seasonal Oscillations by Global Warming’. The Best Student Research Paper Award was 

presented to Kum. Aditi Deshpande et al. for the paper entitled ‘Role of thermocline–SST 

coupling in the evolution of IOD events and their regional impacts’ published in Climate 

Dynamics in July 2014 and to Dr. R.D. Ruchith et al. for the paper entitled ‘Time evolution of 

monsoon low-level jet observed over an Indian tropical station during the peak monsoon period 

from high-resolution Doppler wind lidar measurements’ published in Journal of Geophysical 

Research in  February 2014. The Excellence Awards for scientific support, administrative, 

technical and multi-tasking staffs were presented to Shri K. Salunke, Shri R.N. Kulkarni, Shri 

S.G. Purandare and Shri E.M. Botla respectively.  

 

On the occasion, ‘IITM Research Report on Monsoon 2015’ was also released by the dignitaries. 

 

The function also included special lectures by the award winners. A simple and colourful cultural 

programme was also arranged in the evening. Several ex-employees and special invitees, in 

addition to the existing employees and their families, attended the function. 

 

 
 

Photo 1: Dignitaries inaugurating the function by lighting the traditional lamp. 

 



 

Photo 2: (from L to R) Dr. M. Rajeevan, Dr. A.S. Kiran Kumar, Prof. V.K. Gaur, Prof. Rajat Moona and 

Dr. C. Gnanaseelan. 

 

 
 

Photo 3: Dignitaries releasing the IITM research report on Monsoon 2015. 


