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Monsoon to be better
than last year: Expert

Workshop on Monsoon 2014 and symposium on "Vagaries of Monsoon’ held

STCORRESPONDENT
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Pashan: Former director
general of the India Me-
teorological  Department
(IMD), New Delhi, RR
Kelkar, on Monday said that
the monsoon this vear is
likely to be better than last
year as the probability of an
El Nino effect is just 41 per
centand the probability of a
consecutive drought vear is
just 3 per cent.

Kelkar was speaKing at
the inauguration of the two-
day Annual Workshop on
Monsoon-2014 and Nation-
al Symposium on Vagaries
of Monsoon. The work-
shop was organised by In-
dian Meteorological Society
(IMS), Pune Chapter.

Also present on the ocea-
sion were B Mukhopadhyay,
Additional Director Gener-
al, IMD; AK Sahai, Chair-
man, IMS, Pune Chapter;
K Chakravarty Secretary
IMS, Pune Chapter; and R

‘UNSEASONAL RAIN SHOULD BE WELCOME'

W Speaking about the unseasonal rainfall for the past two
days, which resulted in huge loss of crops across the State,
Kelkar said, “During June to September, India receives

80 per cent rinfall. The remaining 20 per cent of rainfall
occurs anytime in the remaining months. At atime when
many places in the State are facing drought, | feel people
should be happy about the rainfall.” He added that having
drinking water should be the priority of the common man
and eating mangoes and %rqaes should come as secondary.

Kelkar suggested that IM

should work as an interface be-

tween the public and IMD, ITM and educate the public.

Krishnan, Chairman, Local
Organising Committee,

"The conditions so far
indicate that the monsoon
in 2015 would be better and
the possibility of having a
drought year is very low"
said Kelkar.

Kelkar alsosaid, the vear
2014 was a paradox year as
while the country was fight-
ing floods in its foreground,
it was indeed tackling

drought in the background.

Kelkar appreciated IMD
for its long range forecast
and stated that the forecast
helped the Indian economy.

"Last year; even when the
country was tackling floods
and drought, the inflation
rate came down and the Sen-
sex went up. This was pos-
sible because of the long
range forecast by IMD," he
added.

Weather portal
launched

¥ Former director gen-
eral of the India Me
teorological Depart-
ment (IMD), New Del
hi, RR Kelkar launched
the WMetiIndia-Weath-
er Data and Analytics
Portal' during the An-
nual Workshop on Mon-
soon-2014 and National
Symposium on Vagaries
of Monsoon on Monday.
Officials from C-DAC
said that the portal
would help access his
toric weather data, veri-
nalng and analysing skill
forecasted weather,
n'oﬂde model processed
dataandobservationsfor
any location in India.
The mobilebased ap-
plication of the portal
will also be launched
soon, said the officials.
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Local issues like Malin landslide should be analysed
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‘Local issues like
Malin landslide

should be

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE
PUNE, MARCH 2

“THERE is a need for inter-
action between the meteoro-
logical community and the
general public. The Pune
chapterof Indian Meteorolog-
ical Society (IMS) should also
concentrate on analvsing bocal
issues.” said R R Kelkar, ex
DGM of IM D, on Monday.

He was speaking on the
topic‘Looking backat2014" at
the mauguration function of
the two-day ‘Aannual Monsoon-
2014 Workshop and National
Conference on Vagaries of
Monsoon” of IMS, Pune chap-
ter at Indian Institute of Trop-
ical Me teorology.

C-DAC also launched
Meric fnclicr . the weather and
analbytics portal developed by
it. at the event. “ Not only does
this give high resolution data
and the mechanism Lo com-

analysed’

pare and compute different
data.itabofinds whe ther fore-
casts for a particular place by
request can be sent via the por-
tal.” said Hemant Darbare, ex-
ecutive director, C-DAC,

Talking about the lack of
papers on local issues, Kelkar
said, “Malin was abig tragedy
and not a simgle paper hasbeen
written on it. Secondly. there
is no paper on the Srinagar
flocds. There s a need to stuchy
why these were caused.™

Aonalvsing the monsoons
in 2014, he said there was a
neod to conduct the workshop
immediately ratherthan eight
months later.

“Our priority is always
drinking water and hence with
sudden rain in Maharashtra
for the lasttwo days, instead of
saving mangoes will pet cost-
lier. we should be happy that
our dronking water problem

will be reduced.” said Kelkar.
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Yanda monsoon changla barsaraar
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