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Background/Motivation:

**The Indian Ocean, which is a region of prominent interannual to decadal variations, is characterized by a number of low lying islands and highly populated coastal zones. Therefore, the interannual to decadal time
scale variabilities over the Indian Ocean has important social, economic and environmental consequences on the rim countries.

**Dominant global climate modes such as Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) (Saji et al. 1999), El Nifo Southern Oscillation (ENSO), Pacific Decadal Oscillation(PDO)/Interdecadal Pacific Oscillation(IPO) (Mantua et al. 1997,

Zhang et al. 1997), Atlantic Multidecadal Oscillation (AMO) etc. are known to modulate the Indian Ocean variability in the annual to decadal timescales. North-Atlantic Ocean—SST-index
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**Explicit studies on Indian Ocean climate variability are lesser in number compared to that of the Pacific (e.g. Alexandar 2010; Mantua et al. 1997) and Atlantic Oceans (e.g. Liu 2012, Li et al. 2016).
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*Our work in the direction of understanding Indian Ocean climate variability in the interannual to decadal timescales is presented .
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forcing from the Pacific Ocean through ITF via oceanic pathways.
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